Sent: 13 April 2015 14:12
To: 'weekly.letters@theguardian.com'’
Subject: Letter to the editor - nursing shortage

Sir

The RCN is right to point out that the shortage of nurses has impacted severely in out of hospital settings (Lack of
nurses is causing crisis in community care 11th April). Nursing homes are struggling to recruit nurses also and are
closing or reassigning services to personal care only, which is bad news for people needing such care and puts an
extra strain on the remaining nurses working in the community.

Involving the nursing home sector in seeking solutions to the crisis will need to be a priority of the new government.

This is not just a debate about the numbers of nurses but also about deploying them wisely and ensuring they are
supported by well-trained care support staff to meet the needs of people within their own communities.

Yours faithfully
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Professor Martin Green OBE
Chief Executive
21 Floor | 40 Artillery Lane | London E1 7LS
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