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Dear Professor Green

Thank you for your letter of 4 November 2021 regarding care fees paid to care home
providers.

| can advise that the Cheshire East Council “Standard rates” for care homes are as
follows:

Care type Current rate
Residential £489.53
Residential Dementia £579.04
Nursing £533.18*
Nursing Dementia £550.41*

*Excludes FNC
The Standard rate was last uplifted in April 2021 by 6% on the previous Standard rate.

While the rates are below the Laing Buisson benchmarks it should be pointed out that very
few care home placements in Cheshire East are paid at these rates.

As described in my letter of 14 May 2021, Cheshire East Council now operates a Dynamic
Purchasing System (DPS) for providers of Accommodation with Care, which allows care
providers to submit a weekly rate to deliver care based on their financial and business
models and with a view to anticipated future cost increases.

The Council has recently commissioned independent consultants to undertake a
comprehensive review of care fees, including Accommodation with Care. The findings will
be used to determine future standard rates as part of the Council’s annual budget setting
process for the Medium Term Financial Strategy.
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As stated in my last letter the Council will be happy to have a discussion with you about
how care is commissioned locally and the impact this has on the rates actually paid.

Yours sincerely

Nichola Thompson
Director of Commissioning and Transformation
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