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Jozsef Gecsei

To: Jozsef Gecsei
Subject: FW: Letter from Professor Martin Green CEO Care England

From: Daryanani Prakash: H&F <Prakash.Daryanani@lbhf.gov.uk>  
Sent: 24 February 2021 12:08 
To: Jozsef Gecsei <JGecsei@careengland.org.uk> 
Cc: Redfern Lisa: H&F <Lisa.Redfern@lbhf.gov.uk>; Mccormick Joanna: H&F <Joanna.Mccormick@lbhf.gov.uk>; Hore 
David: H&F <David.Hore@lbhf.gov.uk>; O'neill Sarah: H&F <Sarah.O'Neill@lbhf.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: Letter from Professor Martin Green CEO Care England 
 
 
Good afternoon Jozsef, please see Hammersmith & Fulham Council responses to the letter from 
Professor Martin Green dated 4th February. 
 
 

1. The nature of the additional and direct financial Covid support the Council has provided 
since the commencement of the pandemic. 
 

Hammersmith & Fulham Council have provided care homes with additional funding from the Infection 
Control (Tranche 1 & 2), Rapid Testing and Workforce Grants.  We have also paid block contracted home 
care providers full contract values despite falling occupancy levels and procured 2 new residential care 
block contracts. 
 

2. Of the financial support referred to in (1) above, is it continuing? If not, for what period was 
it provided? If it is continuing, for how long will it continue? 
 

Support has been provided since 19th March 2020 and will continue up to 31st March 2021.  Any 
continuation of Covid support post 1st April 2021 is currently under review.  We are waiting for further 
Government announcements regarding detailed lockdown easing and the chancellors budget.  The Budget 
announcements on 3rd March 2021 will set out the next phase of the plan to tackle the virus and any 
ongoing government financial support. 
 

3. Of the financial support referred to in (1) above, did it include any support to address the 
financial impacts of falling occupancy levels? 
 

Yes.  We have continued to pay block contract providers full contract values despite falling occupancy 
levels and procured 2 new residential care block contracts. 
 

4. What was the care home occupancy level in your local area in March and April 2020 and 
what was this occupancy level in December 2020 and January 2021? 
 

Average care home occupancy March/April – 87% 
Average care home occupancy Dec/Jan – 67.5% 
 

5. What fee level increases are being proposed by the Council for the year 2021/22? 
 

Providers will be invited to submit evidence based inflation requests, to be considered by a working group 
of commissioning, brokerage and finance staff.  The working group will then request management sign off 
of inflation requests they deem necessary.   
 
6. If not already addressed within the answers to questions (1) to (5) above, what other forms of 
financial support for care providers is the Council considering for the remainder of the financial 
year 2021/22 to assist the sustainability of their care service provision during this period? 
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Please see point 2 above. 
 

6. Has the Council consulted on any of the foregoing; if not does it propose doing so and when 
does it propose doing so? 
 

The Council works through provider forums with main markets on a weekly basis and captures 
support needs there. 
 
 
All the best with the media work and next steps. 
 
Thanks Jo and David for your input. 
 
 
Prakash Daryanani 
Head of Finance (Social Care) 
Corporate Services  
Hammersmith & Fulham Council 
020 8753 2523 
07795127329 
prakash.daryanani@lbhf.gov.uk 
www.lbhf.gov.uk 
  

 
 
 
 


